Undecalcified bone histology demonstrates the micro-architecture of bone. It shows both the mineralised and cellular components of bone, which provides vital information on bone turnover or bone formation and resorption. This has tremendous importance in a variety of clinical and research applications. It yields beautiful images 1 and allows for techniques such as fluorochrome assessment and histomorphometry 2 . Fluorochrome analysis is a technique where fluorescent dyes that bind to calcium are injected at a particular time point, which allows for quantification of the amount of mineralisation at that given time. Histomorphometry is a process of bone quantification at the microscopic level.
1. The tissue is placed in a sealed container containing 10% phosphate buffered formalin solution 3 . Ensure minimal exposure to light, if fluorochrome analysis is to be performed, as the fluorochromes are light sensitive. 2. Establish which orientation of the tissue will be required. 3 . Trim the specimen to size, in the correct orientation, using a band saw. Ensure safety measures are adhered to. The specimen is then placed into an opaque container, the volume of which should be approximately ten times the size of the specimen to achieve adequate fixation. The specimen should remain in the formalin solution a total of between one and two weeks depending on its size. It is suggested using control tissue for testing and optimisation purposes. 4. Check the tissue fits into the embedding mould and place the tissue into a sealed opaque container containing 70% ethanol. 5. Process the tissue in ascending concentrations of ethanol, shielding from light and under constant agitation.
a. 70 % ethanol 1 week b. 80 % ethanol 1 week c. 90 % ethanol 1 week d. 100 % ethanol 1 week 6. The tissue is then cleared in butanol for 1 week, again shielding from light and under constant agitation. 7. The density of the resin and bone should be closely matched. The resin density can be altered (see step 8) and we recommend embedding a test specimen first to ensure correct density. We use Technovit 7100 (Heraeus Kulzer) for light microscopy and fluorochrome analysis. If immunohistochemistry is required an alternative resin must be used such as Technovit 9100 (Heraeus Kulzer). 8. The Technovit 7100 preparation solution may be mixed with small aliquots of the softening solution provided with the kit, if required, but to no more than 5% the volume of preparation solution; in our experience the softening solution is rarely required. Equal parts of absolute ethanol and base liquid Technovit 7100 are mixed and applied to the tissue as a pre-infiltration solution for 24 hours minimising light exposure and with agitation. 9. The infiltration solution is then made up using 1 g hardener I (= 1 bag) which is dissolved in 100 ml base liquid. This replaces the pre-infiltration solution and is allowed to infiltrate for 1 week under constant agitation. 10. Place the tissue into the mould, with the cutting surface face down. Ensure there is a margin (ideally at least 5 millimetres) around the tissue for the resin; this ensures block strength. Mix 15mls of Technovit 7100 preparation solution with 1 ml of hardener II and pour around specimen in the mould and cover it by at least 5 millimietres. Curing will commence within 2 hours but will be complete overnight. 11. Mounting is then performed by fashioning a backing block using Technovit 3040 (Heraeus Kulzer). Mix Technovit 3040 in a volume ratio of 2 parts powder to 1 part liquid to obtain a viscous liquid. Pour Technovit 3040 into the recess at the back of the block to a level of at least 2 mm above the base of the block. After about 10 minutes the mould can be peeled away and the block is ready. 12. The density and therefore the cutting properties of methacrylate resin are susceptible to the ambient humidity in the room. The blocks should therefore be stored in a dessicator. Copyright © 2010 Journal of Visualized Experiments minutes per section) ensuring adequate lubrication. The first section exposes the cutting face and orientates the section-it should be discarded. 14. The next section is then placed on a Superfrost Plus slide. The section has a tendency to curl so we recommend placing a portion of a sandwich bag over it and then holding it flat with another slide clamped in place. It is then placed into an incubator of between 60-80 degrees Celsius for 1 hour. This softens the methacrylate and helps the section adhere to the slide in a flat manner. 15. The ground section may be cleaned and polished as required using fine grit sandpaper in a gentle manner. 16. The sledge microtome cuts thin sections, which provides the best sections for light microsocopy. Use a sledge microtome as it has added rigidity, which is required for cutting these hard blocks. Alternatively a powered rotary microtome can be used. Use a sharp stainless steel blade. It is preferable to have two blades available as one can be sharpened as the other is used. The blade should make a 45 degree angle with the block. Surface softening can be achieved by applying a wet paper to the block if required. It may take several sections to achieve the desired cutting conditions to obtain a quality section. The section is then floated on a water bath and placed on a slide as in 16 above. 17. Staining reagents are listed in Materials below. Protocols are based on Bancroft 4 
